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Manchester Syrians planning ‘Day of Action’ for elections 

Manchester Syrians will be participating in a ‘Day of Action’ on Saturday 3 June to get involved with their 

local election candidates. They will be visiting their local candidates in their offices, asking them to sign up 

to the pledges in the Syria Manifesto, and volunteering with their candidates’ campaigns. 

Teams are scheduled to head out to meet with local candidates in Manchester Gorton, Manchester 

Withington, Manchester Central, Stretford and Urmston, and Altrincham and Sale West. 

Dr. Haytham Alhamwi, Advocacy Director at Rethink Rebuild Society says, ‘The right to cast a vote and to 

participate in the democratic process has been denied to Syrians for decades under the reigns of both 

Bashar al-Assad and his father Hafez. Our presence in the UK gives us a new opportunity to explore and to 

participate in this process. We are strongly encouraging Syrians to go out and get involved with their local 

candidates.’ 

Some Manchester Syrians possess the right to vote and are looking forward to casting their votes on 

Thursday. Those Syrians who do not have the right to vote have been mobilising for the past week under the 

central message of ‘I can’t vote, but you can. Use your vote to #SaveMeInSyria’ (For additional pictures and 

election posts from Syrian non-voters, see here). 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 

  

Dr. Muhammad Najeeb Adel, Syrian refugee, was 

detained twice by the Assad regime for treating 

patients injured in the Syrian conflict. He knew that 

if he stayed in Syria, he would be at risk of further 

arrest and torture.  

Full Facebook post here.  

 

Asmaa is a Syrian refugee. Her father has been 

imprisoned by the Assad regime since 2011. Her 

family has no information about him, not even 

whether he is alive or dead. 

Full Facebook post here. 

http://rrsoc.org/sites/default/files/pdf/Syria_Election_Manifesto.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Rethink-Rebuild-Society-108100125981269/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=676930299098246&id=108100125981269&substory_index=0
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=676794229111853&id=108100125981269&substory_index=0


The Syria Manifesto, supported by Syrian organisations across the country, calls for a commitment to eight 

core pledges which can help to achieve civilian protection in Syria. Candidates are being asked to pledge 

their support for these pledges. 

1. Affirm the democratic right of Syrians to choose their own future free from dictatorship and terror. 

2. Call for the UK to track and publish details of military aircraft flights by the Assad regime and Russia that 

may be responsible for unlawful attacks on civilians. 

3. Call for drone aid airdrops to besieged civilians to provide immediate relief and add pressure for full 

ground access. 

4. Call for the UK to help enforce an end to attacks against civilian targets by the Assad regime and its 

allies. 

5. Call for widened sanctions against the Assad regime and its supporters for war crimes and crimes against 

humanity. 

6. Call for the UK to pursue all avenues to bring perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity to 

justice, including through universal jurisdiction as well as international legal mechanisms. 

7. Call for the UK to pursue a ‘Uniting for Peace’ vote in the UN General assembly recommending action to 

protect civilians. 

8. Demand the highest standards of accountability of all our Coalition partners for air strikes taking place in 

Syria. 
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Rethink Rebuild Society has established itself as a non-profit organisation that acts as an umbrella for the British Syrian community, and 
endeavours to clarify the Syrian cause to its audience in the UK and the wider public. 
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