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RR Welcomes Approval for Caesar Civilian Protection Act by US House of Representatives  

 

Rethink Rebuild Society welcomes the approval of the Caesar Civilian Protection Act by the US House of 

Representatives on 15 November. This Bill – if passed through the Senate and signed into law by the 

President – will introduce additional sanctions against the Assad regime and its backers (potentially Russia) 

as a means of applying pressure on them to come to the negotiating table and end the bloody conflict in 

Syria.  

Rethink Rebuild Society Advocacy Coordinator Dr. Haytham Alhamwi says: ‘We welcome the adoption of 

the Caesar Civilian Protection Act as an important step to applying the necessary pressure on the Assad 

killing machine and its backers including Russia.We call on our Government in the UK to also adopt its 

own set of coercive measures against the Assad regime and its backers in order to help bring an end to 

this bloody war.’ 

Speaking on the motivation behind the adoption of the Caesar Civilian Protection Act, Representative Eliot 

Engel (D-New York), Foreign Affairs Committee Ranking Member and sponsor of the Bill, emphasised 

that: ‘We want to go after the things driving the war machine: money, airplanes, spare parts, oil, the 

military supply chain. And yes, we want to go after Assad’s partners in violence. Russia’s air campaign has 

enabled the Syrian regime, along with Iranian and Hezbollah forces ... Under this legislation, if you’re 

acting as a lifeline to the Assad regime, you risk getting caught up in the net of our sanctions.’ 

In a similar manner, the UK can consider the following measures as means of asserting pressure on the 

Assad regime and its backers: 

 Introducing additional sanctions against the Assad regime and its backers 

 Tracking and publicly reporting aircraft that are responsible for attacks on civilian areas as a means 

of ‘naming and shaming’ the perpetrators 

 Pursuing an emergency special session within the UN General Assembly as a means of 

circumventing Russia’s persistent use of the veto in the UN Security Council 

 Conducting humanitarian aid drops to besieged areas inside Syria 

 Imposing a no-bombing zone in Syria which will not entail boots on the ground, flights over Syrian 

airspace, or a direct confrontation with Russia 
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Rethink Rebuild Society has established itself as a non-profit organisation that acts as an umbrella for the Syrian community in Manchester, 
and endeavours to clarify the Syrian cause to its audience in the UK and the wider public. 
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