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Use of Torture in Syria 
 

Syria at a glance 

 Over 230,000 people dead
1
 

 Over 95% civilian deaths since March 2011 caused by the Assad regime
2
 

 Over half of the population displaced: over 4 million refugees and over 7.6 million IDPs
3
 

 35% of the country's hospitals, 4,000 schools, and 290 heritage sites destroyed
4
 

 Continuous use of airstrikes, barrel bombs, and chemical weapons by the Assad regime
5
 

 Emergence of terrorist groups as a result of the regime’s violence and destruction which pose additional 

threats upon the civilian population
6
 

Torture perpetrated by the Assad regime 

 

Statistics 

 27 torture centres across Syria run by various branches of the Assad regime
7
 

 Up to 230,000 people are believed to be forcibly detained in Syria’s prisons. Many more thousands are 
missing.

8
 

 Nearly 13,000 Syrians, including 108 children, have been tortured to death in regime prisons since the 

outbreak of conflict in March 2011
9
 

o At least 8,871 of these were civilians
10

 

o 99 individuals died under torture in Assad prisons in October 2015
11

 

 

Caesar torture photographs
12

 

 A former police photographer (known as Caesar) smuggled over 55,000 photos of torture victims 

 Photos show high levels of torture, including eyes gouged out, maiming, and starvation 

 Photos highlight the command responsibility and systematic policy in the use of torture by the regime  

 

Methods of torture
13

 

 Detainees arriving at detention centres are routinely subjected to a ‘reception party’ during which they 
are beaten and humiliated for hours at a time 

 Falaqa: repeated beating of victims’ feet 

 Doulab: victims are forced into a vehicle tire and routinely beaten while in vulnerable positions. 

 Shabh: victims are hung from the ceiling, perhaps tied from their wrists, standing only on their tiptoes. 

 Electric shocks 

 Sexual violence, including rape, gang rape, and other ill-treatment of a sexual nature 

 There has been a significant shift from torturing for information to torturing to kill 
 

Torture perpetrated by non-government groups 

 Torture was rarely used by armed opposition groups at the start of the conflict but has since been on the 
rise 

 Islamist groups, such as ISIS, carry out torture to incite fear and control 

 There are over 1000 crimes for which a Syrian would face torture at the hands of ISIS
14
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