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Briefing: Towards a comprehensive UK Policy on Syria 

 

In response to the horrific and cowardly terrorist attacks in Paris, David Cameron has indicated that 

he will again push for UK military strikes against ISIS in Syria. 

 

As the largest Syrian community and advocacy organisation in the UK, we urge you to call on the 

Government to adopt a comprehensive approach which addresses the wider conflict in Syria by 

guaranteeing civilian protection. Limited airstrikes against ISIS alone is not a long-term, 

sustainable solution, nor does it address the root causes of extremism or the refugee crisis: 

 

 The US-led coalition has been bombing ISIS targets for over a year with limited results. 
There is no convincing argument that demonstrates the UK's military involvement will 

change this.  

 

 Launching attacks on ISIS will fan the flames of terrorism and radicalisation by further 
endangering and alienating the civilian population. It will legitimise ISIS in the eyes of those 

who mistakenly believe that they are being unjustly targeted, without steps to protect 

civilians. 

 

 The Assad regime’s brutality is the root cause of the conflict in Syria, and its aerial 

bombardments the primary driver of the refugee crisis. Therefore, addressing the ISIS threat 

without tackling the causes of the wider Syrian conflict means that even if ISIS is eliminated, 

other groups will emerge to fill the void caused by the wider cycle of violence and 

destruction engulfing Syria. 

 

For these reasons, any UK military action in Syria must be part of a comprehensive approach, 

centred upon civilian protection, which addresses the humanitarian and refugee crises alongside 

the threat of extremism. To achieve this, we need a policy which addresses the root cause of the 

conflict, chaos, and extremism and in Syria - the Assad regime.  

 

 The Syrian crisis is the root of two of the most serious global problems right now: the refugee 
crisis; and the threat posed by ISIS. Alleviating those global problems requires tackling them 

at source. So we need a policy which: 

 

a. Stems the killing in Syria – the majority of which is a result of the Assad regime’s 

aerial bombardment;  

b. Slows the refugee exodus, which is spurred primarily by Assad's air attacks;  

c. Combats extremism, which emerges as a result of the violence, brutality, chaos, and 

anarchy inflicted by the Assad regime's barbaric actions; and  

d. Reinforces efforts towards a political solution. 

 

 There have been some positive signs of progress at the diplomatic talks in Vienna. However, 
the core missing component remains a guarantee for civilian protection. Any 

comprehensive solution put forward by the British Government must seek to guarantee the 

protection of Syria’s vulnerable civilian population.  

 

  



 The most effective means of Civilian protection is through a no-bombing zone. By 
guaranteeing civilian protection and stopping the aerial bombardments, the UK would: 

 

a. Stop the largest source of killing in Syria, namely the Assad regime's air force. In 

2015 alone, the regime killed seven times more civilians than ISIS; 

b. Allow Syrians to feel safe in their home countries and reduce the numbers fleeing 

Syria; 

c. Reduce the violence and chaos on the ground which directly contribute to the 

radicalisation of the people.  

d. Empower moderate Syrian opposition and civil society groups to take on ISIS; 

e. Pave the way for a political solution. It should be recalled that the credible threat of 

military intervention alone forced Putin and Assad to seek a political solution 

following the chemical attacks in 2013. 

 

 Implementation of a no-bombing zone will not require pre-emptive strikes inside Syria, UK 

jets over Syrian airspace, or boots on the ground. A no bombing zone can be enforced from 

ships in the Mediterranean, executing strictly limited strikes only if regime aircraft violate the 

prohibited ban on bombing. This limited intervention will act primarily as a deterrent, forcing 

the Assad regime to abandon its devastating indiscriminate aerial bombardments, and take 

seriously the need for a genuine political solution. 
 

 

 

Rethink Rebuild Society is a Manchester-based non-profit organisation established in 2011 to 

campaign for Syrian issues within the British landscape. We have established ourselves as the 

leading Syrian advocacy group within the UK, working with policy makers and the media to affect 

Syria-related decision-making at all levels of government and to shape the Syrian narrative as it is 

understood by the wider British public. 


