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British citizens lose their lives in Syria: Assad holds primary responsibility 
 

We, Syrians in the UK, condemn the murder of our fellow Briton David Haines at the hands of the so-called 

'Islamic State' and wish to offer our deepest condolences to his friends and family. The murder of David 

reminds us all of the murder of Dr Abbas Khan in December 2013 at the hands of the Assad regime. David 

and Abbas remain in our hearts and minds, and their selfless and unrelenting commitment to safeguard human 

life will live on in our memories.  

The Syrians in the UK also demand the immediate and unconditional release of Alan Henning, a charity worker 

who was captured by ISIS militants early this year and who remains under the control of this group. We pray 

for the safe return of Alan to his home and family. 

We recall that the Assad government's brutal crackdown on the Syrian people's desire for freedom and dignity 

directly paved the way for the emergence of armed groups such as ISIS. This group's ascendance was further 

aided by Western hesitance and the failure of the international community to engage with the Syrian opposition 

in a meaningful manner.  

We support our Prime Minister's statement that 'Assad is part of the problem, not part of the solution' and 

emphasise that Assad must never be taken as a partner or ally in any way, shape or form. We call on our British 

Government to continue to employ all possible means to ensure civilian protection and to exert all possible 

pressure on the Assad regime to immediately end the bloodbath in Syria. 

We continue to dream of a Syria that upholds and respects human rights and hope that no more Britons will 

give their lives in our Syrian homeland. 

ENDS  

 

Signatories: 

Rethink Rebuild Society, National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces (UK), Syrian 

Association of Yorkshire, Syrian Parliamentary Affairs Group, Syrian British Medical Society, and British 

Solidarity for Syria. 
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