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PRESS RELEASE 
16/02/2015 

For immediate release 

INQUIRY INTO CLOSURE OF SYRIAN BANK ACCOUNTS WILL 
BE HIT BY GENERAL ELECTION, CAMPAIGNERS SAY 

RAPAR and Rethink Rebuild believe time constraints in Election year will 
prevent a detailed investigation 

A joint Manchester-based campaign, which exposed the closure of bank accounts 
belonging to Syrian nationals, has turned down an invitation to submit evidence to the 
House of Commons' Treasury Committee. 

Human rights organisation RAPAR and the Manchester Syrian community organisation 
Rethink Rebuild Society, believe time constraints imposed on the inquiry, due to this year's 
Election, will prevent a full investigation from being carried out. 

Yasmine Nahlawi, joint campaign co-ordinator for RAPAR and Rethink Rebuild Society, 
says: “We will continue to campaign for a full and thorough formal inquiry but we are not 
prepared to take part in a cursory investigation affected by the time constraints of an 
approaching General Election.” 

RAPAR and Rethink Rebuild set up the joint campaign a year ago to uncover and address 
the practice of banks, particularly HSBC, denying service to, or closing the accounts of, 
Syrian nationals - citing “sanctions restrictions” to justify their actions. 

Since then, the Campaign has gathered evidence which shows a systematic policy 
adopted by banks towards Syrian individuals, charities and businesses The Campaign has 
pointed out the hypocrisy of HSBC's actions – the bank claims it has a legal obligation to 
impose “sanctions restrictions”  yet at the same time, as media revelations have recently 
shown, it has been helping its wealthy customers evade large amounts of tax through 
offshore accounts in Switzerland. 

RAPAR and Rethink Rebuild Society were approached by the Treasury Committee early in 
January and asked to submit evidence.  

Yasmine Nahlawi adds: “Although we welcome the Treasury Committee's interest in this 
matter, we will not be presenting our data to the Committee because we do not believe the 
inquiry will be as thorough or as wide-ranging as it should be. 

“The Treasury Committee provided us with only 12 working days to provide our report – 
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and we are concerned that the inquiry is being rushed.  

“We are not confident this important issue will be fully investigated or given the 
consideration it deserves. It was clear from the Treasury Committee's response to our 
queries that we would not be able to follow up on our report in order to ensure the correct 
interpretation and use of our data. There would be no opportunity to be represented in the 
Committee to explain our data and answer any questions that might arise.” 

ENDS  
For further information and press enquiries, please contact 07769704656, or email: 
advocacy@rrsoc.org 
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